
R Mentor Training: 
USEF Policies



Introduction

Welcome: 

Connie Tramm Hunt, USHJA Officials Education Chair, huntc@msu.edu

Sarah Bernknopf, USHJA Education Programs Coordinator, sbernknopf@ushja.org

Lauren Klehm, USHJA Education Director, lklehm@ushja.org

• Two online components

– USEF Policies

– Licensed Officials (LO) Conduct and Best Practices

• Virtual webinar; practicum virtual judging; hunter breeding; apprenticing; final exam

mailto:huntc@msu.edu
mailto:sbernknopf@ushja.org
mailto:lklehm@ushja.org


USEF Policies

• Social License to Operate (SLO)

• Unethical Treatment of a Horse

• Annual Compliance Regulations
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Social License to Operate

• Additional Resources

– Social License with David O’Connor

– Reporting Unethical Treatment of a Horse

https://www.clipmyhorse.tv/en_US/academy/lesson/249490a98fa0724a67efbcfe98d76003
https://www.usef.org/compete/regulation/reporting-processes/unethical-treatment-of-a-horse


Unethical Treatment of a Horse
GR838 Unethical Treatment of a Horse

4. Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical 
Treatment of a Covered Horse at or in direct connection with 
a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition, must 
immediately report it to a Federation Licensed Official at the 
competition. 
5. Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical 
Treatment of a Covered Horse outside of a Federation 
Licensed Competition, should report it to the Federation and 
the relevant local authorities as soon as practicable. 



Unethical Treatment of a Horse
HU100/EQ104 Horse Welfare 
1. d. Riding or lunging an obviously lame horse.
h. Excessive use of a whip on any horse in a stall, aisle, 
schooling area, competition ring or elsewhere on the 
competition grounds. The use of a whip must be for a good 
reason, done at the appropriate time, in the proper place and 
with appropriate restraint. Excessive whipping will not be 
tolerated.
j. Repeated jerking on the reins and sawing on the bit unless 
applied to an unruly horse that is jeopardizing its own safety or 
the safety of its rider.



License, Process, and Compliance

• Annual SafeSport Training

• Annual License Renewal

• Background Check every 2 years

• Annual maintenance component

• Regular license maintenance requirements 
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