
USHJA
Competition Standards Resource Guide

STEPS TO OBTAINING & MAINTAINING A USEF COMPETITION LICENSE

USHJA
Competition Standards Resource Guide

Ph
ot

o 
by

 U
SH

JA
 A

rc
hi

ve
s

http://www.ushja.org


USHJA Executive Officers

President 
William J. Moroney
Direct: 301.730.8280
Email: bill2760@aol.com

Vice President
Chrystine Tauber
Direct: 561.791.8669
Email: taubercj@msn.com

Chief Executive Officer 
Shelby French 
Direct:859.225.6701
Email: sfrench@ushja.org

Secretary
Beth Miner
Direct: 651.429.2037
Email: beminer@comcast.net

Treasurer
Skip Thornbury
Direct: 513.625.6500
Email: skipght@hughes.net

Accounting 

Chief Financial Officer
Lisa Moss 
Direct: 859.225.6712
Email: lmoss@ushja.org
Audit, Finance, Budgeting

Accounting Manager
Georgia Holbrook 
Direct: 859.225.6711
Email: gholbrook@ushja.org
Cash Receipts, Disbursements, 
Payroll

Programs & Education

Director of Competitive & Educational 
Programs
Kelley Mallery 
Direct: 859.225.6717
Cell: 859.967.3193
Email: kmallery@ushja.org
Educational & Competitive Programs, 
WCHR, Nationa and International 
Hunter Derby, Committees and Task 
Forces

Programs & Education 
Ambassador
Carrie Vaught 
Direct: 859.225.6703
Email: cvaught@ushja.org
Programs, Clinics, Horsemanship 
Quiz Challenge, Committees and Task 
Forces

Educational Programs Manager
Jennifer Kisner 
Direct: 859.225.6705
Cell: 859.967.6160
Email: jkisner@ushja.org
Educational Programs, TCP, EAP, 
Committees and Task Forces

Museum & Awards

Museum Curator
Kristyn Kay 
Direct: 859.225.6708
E-mail: kkay@ushja.org 
Museum

Awards Manager
Marla Holt 
Direct: 859.225.6710
Email: mholt@ushja.org
Awards

Marketing & Communications

Director of Marketing & 
Communications / Managing 
Director of the USHJA Foundation 
Whitney Allen 
Direct: 859.225.6707
Email: wallen@ushja.org 
Advertising, In Stride, Marks/
Logos, Sponsorship

Assistant to the Marketing & 
Communications Director
Jill Magee Insko
Direct: 859.940.3073
Email: jinsko@ushja.org
Direct support for the 
Marketing Director, Logo 
Requests Managing

Graphic Designer
Matt Todd 
Direct: 859.225.6715
Email: mtodd@ushja.org
Graphic Design, Web 
Design, Print

Managing Editor of In 
Stride
Tricia Booker
Email: tbooker@ushja.org
USHJA In Stride Magazine

Marketing & 
Communications Manager
Robbi Meisel
Direct: 859.225.6706
Email: rmeisel@ushja.org
Press Releases, Brand 
Management, Social 
Media

Zones, Data, & Competitions

Director of Zones, Data & 
Competitions
Diane Popp 
Direct: 859.225.6704
Email: dpopp@ushja.org
Zones, WCHR points, 
Membership and Affiliates,  

Zones & Competitions 
Senior Coordinator
Kim Knotek 
Direct: 859.225.6709
Email: kknotek@ushja.org
Zones & Competition Data, 
Membership, Affiliates, 
Program Awards, IHSA, and 
Outreach Competitions

Zones & Competitions 
Senior Coordinator
Christina Murphy  
Direct: 859.225.6714
Email: cmurphy@ushja.org
Zones & Competition Data,
Zone Jumper Committees, Jumper 
Championships, Zone Scholar-
ships and Grants, Zone Clinics 

Facility 

Facility Manager
Terry Popp 
Direct: 859.225.6713
Email: tpopp@ushja.org
Building Maintenance, 
Mail

Office Manager
Amanda Bryant 
Direct: 859.225.6702
Email: abryant@ushja.org
Direct Office Support

LEGAL Counsel

Marianne Kutner 
Direct: 516.883.2353 
Cell: 917.892.7249
Email: equesq@aol.com 
or mkutner@ushja.org

United States Hunter Jumper Association • 3870 Cigar Lane • Lexington, KY 40511 • Phone: 859.225.6700 • Fax: 859.258.9033 • www.ushja.org
© UNITED STATES HUNTER JUMPER ASSOCIATION, INC.

UNITED STATES HUNTER JUMPER ASSOCIATION STAFF



StEPS tO OBtAining 
A nEW USEf cOMPEtitiOn LicEnSE

First Steps

   • Are there dates available? Check the USEF calendar.  
  

   • Understanding mileage required between faciliti es of 
      licensed competi ti on dates.
      Please read GR 308 2. Mileage Charts. 

   • Facility owner – is the facility available the date(s) you 
      would like to hold the event?

   • Contact for licensing is Leigh Anne Claywell, 
      USEF Director of Competi ti on Licensing, 
      Evaluati on and Safety, lclaywell@usef.org, 
      859-225-6959 to discuss applicati on process.

Fill out applicati on and send to USEF for competi ti on date

   • Applicati ons can be found on the USEF website at 
http://www.usef.org/documents/competitions/LicAgreement.pdf  

     and downloaded from the website.

   • Rules to understand when applying for a competi ti on 
      licensed date USEF General Rules Chapter 3. 

Facility Standards
Is the facility capable of supporti ng the rati ng you are 
considering or are licensed for?
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http://www.usef.org/_IFrames/competitions/calendar/calendar.aspx
http://www.usef.org/documents/competitions/LicAgreement.pdf
http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/GeneralRules/03-CompetitionLicensing.pdf


BA
SI

C 
RE

QU
IR

EM
EN

TS
 F

OR
 

AL
L 

RA
TE

D 
SH

OW
S

LO
CA

L 
SH

OW
Ju

m
pe

r 1
C 

RA
TE

D 
SH

OW
B 

RA
TE

D 
SH

OW
Ju

m
pe

r 2
A 

RA
TE

D 
SH

OW
Ju

m
pe

r 3
/4

AA
 R

AT
ED

 S
HO

W
Ju

m
pe

r 5
/6

Ou
td

oo
r s

ho
ws

 - 
1 

rin
g 

m
in

im
um

 s
ize

 in
 s

q 
ft.

20
,0

00
20

,0
00

24
,0

00
28

,0
00

28
,0

00

In
do

or
 ri

ng
 s

ize
 - 

1 
rin

g 
m

in
im

um
 s

ize
 in

 s
q 

ft.
14

,0
00

14
,0

00
16

,0
00

18
,0

00
20

,0
00

W
ar

m
-u

p/
Sc

ho
ol

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
- i

nd
oo

r r
in

gs
Br

ea
ks

 O
K

Br
ea

ks
 O

K
Br

ea
ks

 O
K

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l a

re
a

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l a

re
a

W
ar

m
-u

p/
Sc

ho
ol

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
- o

ut
do

or
 ri

ng
s

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l  

ar
ea

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l  

ar
ea

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l  

ar
ea

1 
ad

di
tio

na
l  

ar
ea

1 
ar

ea
 p

er
 ju

m
pe

r c
om

pe
tit

io
n 

rin
g/

1 
ar

ea
 p

er
 2

 h
un

te
r c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
rin

gs

Ex
er

ci
se

 a
re

a 
1 

hr
 m

in
, 

no
 s

ize
 re

st
ric

tio
n

2 
hr

 m
in

, 
no

 s
ize

 re
st

ric
tio

n
3 

hr
 m

in
, 1

6K
 s

q 
ft

3 
hr

 m
in

, 1
8K

 in
do

or
, 2

0k
 

ou
td

oo
r

4 
hr

 m
in

, 1
8k

 in
do

or
, 2

4k
 o

ut
do

or

Lo
ng

in
g 

ar
ea

1 
hr

 m
in

, 
no

 s
ize

 re
st

ric
tio

n
1 

hr
 m

in
, 

no
 s

ize
 re

st
ric

tio
n

2 
hr

 m
in

, 1
0k

 s
ize

 
2 

hr
 m

in
, 1

0k
 s

ize
 

3 
hr

 m
in

im
um

, 1
5k

 s
ize

Re
qu

ire
d 

nu
m

be
r o

f h
or

se
s 

(D
ru

g 
fe

es
 p

d)
2/

3 
yr

s 
or

 3
 yr

 a
ve

ra
ge

0
25

50
10

0
20

0

Fo
od

 s
er

vi
ce

 a
re

as
 &

 ti
m

es
 o

f o
pe

ra
tio

n
1 

- 3
0 

m
in

 p
rio

r/
1 

hr
 to

 e
nd

1 
- 3

0 
m

in
 p

rio
r/

1 
hr

 to
 e

nd
1 

- 3
0 

m
in

s 
pr

io
r/

1 
hr

 to
 e

nd
ad

eq
ua

te
 - 

1h
r p

rio
r/

en
d 

of
 la

st
 c

la
ss

ad
eq

ua
te

 - 
1 

hr
 p

rio
r/

en
d 

of
 la

st
 c

la
ss

Re
su

lts
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

in
 s

ho
w 

of
fic

e 
or

 o
nl

in
e

No
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

48
 h

rs
 

24
 h

rs
24

 h
rs

Du
st

 re
du

ct
io

n 
sy

st
em

 - 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n 
rin

g 
& 

ot
he

r r
id

in
g 

ar
ea

s
Sy

st
em

 in
 p

la
ce

Sy
st

em
 in

 p
la

ce
Sy

st
em

 in
 p

la
ce

Sy
st

em
 &

 a
dd

 ro
ad

s/
pa

th
s

Sy
st

em
 &

 a
dd

 ro
ad

s/
pa

th
s

Se
at

in
g 

- m
in

im
um

 a
t 1

 ri
ng

No
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

25
 p

eo
pl

e
50

 p
eo

pl
e

10
0 

pe
op

le

Ho
rs

e 
& 

rid
er

 s
he

lte
r a

cc
es

si
bl

e 
to

 ri
ng

s
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

No
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

M
us

t b
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e
M

us
t b

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e

Nu
m

be
r o

f a
dd

iti
on

al
 op

tio
ns

 n
ot

 a
lre

ad
y r

eq
ui

re
d 

0
6 

(2
 fr

om
 G

ro
up

 1
)

8 
(3

 fr
om

 G
ro

up
 1

)
12

 (6
 fr

om
 G

ro
up

 1
)

16
 (8

 fr
om

 G
ro

up
 1

)

Ov
er

ni
gh

t s
ec

ur
ity

 9
pm

-6
am

 (n
ot

 n
ig

ht
 w

at
ch

)
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

No
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t
No

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t

No
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t
M

us
t b

e 
pr

ov
id

ed

b
A

S
IC

 h
U

N
TE

R
 J

U
M

P
E

R
 C

o
M

P
E

TI
TI

o
N

 R
E

q
U

IR
E

M
E

N
TS

US
EF

 R
EQ

UI
RE

M
EN

TS
 F

OR
 A

LL
 R

AT
ED

 S
HO

W
S

Co
nv

en
ie

nt
 a

nd
 a

m
pl

e 
wa

te
r f

or
 h

or
se

s 
& 

po
ta

bl
e 

wa
te

r f
or

 p
eo

pl
e

1 
re

st
ro

om
 p

er
 5

0 
ho

rs
es

 e
nt

er
ed

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
ye

ar
 - 

cl
ea

ne
d 

da
ily

Pa
rk

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
ad

eq
ua

te
 fo

r v
an

s,
 tr

ai
le

rs
, c

om
pe

tit
or

s 
& 

of
fic

ia
ls

Co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

of
fic

e 
w/

ad
eq

ua
te

 s
ta

ff 
to

 p
ro

ce
ss

 ti
m

el
y m

an
ne

r
Co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
of

fic
e,

 g
at

es
, a

nn
ou

nc
er

 &
 s

ta
bl

es
Pe

rm
itt

ed
 to

 h
au

l i
n 

ow
n 

ha
y/

sh
av

in
gs

 u
nl

es
s 

no
te

d

Pe
rm

itt
ed

 to
 u

se
 o

wn
 v

et
/fa

rri
er

 w
/n

ot
ifi

ca
tio

n 
to

 m
an

ag
em

en
t

Fo
ot

in
g 

- s
af

e,
 c

on
si

st
en

t, 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 a
nd

 m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

da
ily

1 
ho

rs
e 

wa
sh

 a
re

a 
(w

at
er

 s
pi

go
t &

 d
ra

in
) p

er
 5

0 
ho

rs
es

 p
re

v. 
yr.

Sh
ar

ps
 c

on
ta

in
er

s 
- 1

 p
er

 7
5 

ho
rs

es
, i

f s
ta

bl
in

g 
- 1

 p
er

 5
0 

ho
rs

es
De

si
gn

at
ed

 tr
as

h 
& 

m
an

ur
e 

du
m

pi
ng

 a
re

as
Em

er
ge

nc
y #

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

ou
ts

id
e 

sh
ow

 o
ffi

ce
 -v

et
, f

ar
rie

r, 
et

c.

If 
no

 c
el

l s
er

vi
ce

, l
an

dl
in

e 
m

us
t b

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
If 

st
ab

lin
g 

- l
ig

ht
in

g 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 s
af

e 
wo

rk
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t
If 

st
ab

lin
g 

- i
nd

ic
at

e 
ty

pe
 o

f fl
oo

rin
g

If 
st

ab
lin

g 
- t

ra
sh

/m
an

ur
e 

re
m

ov
e 

da
ily

 o
r s

an
ita

ry
 c

on
ta

in
m

en
t

Ad
eq

ua
te

 k
no

wl
ed

ge
ab

le
 ju

m
p 

cr
ew

, i
ng

at
e 

an
d 

ot
he

r p
er

so
nn

el
Ju

dg
es

 s
ite

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 fr

om
 a

dv
er

se
 w

ea
th

er
 c

od
iti

on
s 

at
 e

ac
h 

rin
g

Le
ve

l s
ur

fa
ce

 a
re

a 
fo

r m
ea

su
re

m
en

t, 
if 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
di

vi
si

on
s 

wh
ic

h 
re

qu
ire

 m
ea

su
re

m
en

t
Fe

de
ra

tio
n 

re
qu

ire
d 

ac
ci

de
nt

 p
re

pa
re

dn
es

s 
pl

an
 m

us
t b

e 
po

st
ed

In
fro

m
at

io
n 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 m
ot

or
ize

d 
ve

hi
cl

es
 

m
us

t b
e 

in
 p

riz
e 

lis
t

P
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 t
he

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

H
un

te
r 

Ju
m

pe
r 

A
ss

oc
ia

ti
on



gR
OU

p 
1 

– 
Op

TI
ON

S
LO

CA
L

J 1
C

B J 2
A

J 3
/4

AA J 5
/6

Re
qu

ire
d 

Nu
m

be
r

0
2

3
6

8

Su
n/

ra
in

 s
he

lte
r f

or
 s

pe
ct

at
or

s

VI
P 

ho
sp

ita
tli

ty
 o

r s
po

ns
or

 lo
un

ge

De
si

gn
at

ed
 p

rio
rit

y r
in

g

Co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

we
bs

ite

Ni
gh

t w
at

ch
 a

t e
xh

ib
ito

r c
os

t

Ju
m

bo
tro

n

El
ec

tro
ni

c 
sc

or
eb

oa
rd

Ho
rs

e 
am

bu
la

nc
e

Se
pa

ra
te

 h
or

se
 v

s 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le

 tr
af

fic

Ca
m

pe
r h

oo
ku

ps

Am
bu

la
nc

e 
an

d/
or

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 m

ed
ic

al
 p

er
so

ne
l

AE
D 

de
vi

ce

In
do

or
/p

er
m

an
en

t b
at

hr
oo

m
s

In
do

or
/p

er
m

an
en

t s
ho

we
r f

ac
ili

ty

Pe
rm

an
en

t b
ar

n 
st

ab
lin

g 
vs

. t
em

po
ra

ry
 s

ta
lls

W
at

er
 tr

uc
ks

 fo
r d

us
t r

ed
uc

tio
n 

ot
he

r t
ha

n 
in

 ri
ng

Re
q

Re
q

Of
fic

ia
l c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

er

b
A

S
IC

 h
U

N
TE

R
 J

U
M

P
E

R
 C

o
M

P
E

TI
TI

o
N

 o
P

TI
o

N
S

gR
OU

p 
2 

 –
 O

pT
IO

NS
LO

CA
L

J 1
C

B J 2
A

J 3
/4

AA J 5
/6

Re
qu

ire
d 

Nu
m

be
r

0
4

5
6

8

W
ire

le
ss

 a
cc

es
s 

at
 n

o 
ch

ar
ge

Ex
hi

bi
to

r a
pp

re
ci

at
io

n 
pa

rty

Su
n/

ra
in

 s
he

lte
r f

or
 h

or
se

/ri
de

r
Re

q
Re

q

Ex
hi

bi
to

r l
ou

ng
e

Cl
im

at
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 e

xh
ib

ito
r l

ou
ng

e

On
lin

e 
en

try
 s

ys
te

m

De
di

ca
te

d 
sc

ho
ol

in
g 

ar
ea

 p
er

 ri
ng

Re
q

Ac
ce

pt
an

ce
 o

f c
re

di
t c

ar
ds

Eq
ue

st
ria

n 
eq

ui
pm

en
t v

en
do

rs

Fa
rri

er
 o

n 
gr

ou
nd

s 
fo

r e
nt

ire
 c

om
pe

tit
io

n
Re

q
Re

q

Ve
te

rin
ar

ia
n 

on
 g

ro
un

ds
 fo

r e
nt

ire
 c

om
pe

tit
io

n

2 
+

 fo
od

/b
ev

er
ag

e 
ar

ea
s

Go
lf 

ca
rt 

re
nt

al
s

Se
at

in
g 

fo
r 1

00
 s

pe
ct

at
or

s 
at

 m
ai

n 
rin

g
Re

q

Im
pl

em
en

t m
ar

ke
tin

g 
to

 in
vo

lv
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 

Pr
es

s 
ce

nt
er

Of
fic

ia
l c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
vi

de
og

ra
ph

er

24
 h

ou
r s

ec
ur

ity

P
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 t
he

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

H
un

te
r 

Ju
m

pe
r 

A
ss

oc
ia

ti
on



HUntEr SEctiOnS 
rEQUirEd fOr EAcH rAting

“AA” Rati ng Requirements
To receive an “AA” rati ng the competi ti on must off er a 
minimum of $25,000 in prize money in the “A” rated 
Hunter secti ons or guarantee a minimum of $18,001 in 
prize money which must be awarded. A minimum of fi ve 
“A” rated Hunter secti ons must be off ered and a mini-
mum of two performance classes from two diff erent “A” 
rated Hunter secti ons must be scheduled and judged on 
four of the fi ve days (GR1131.4, HU160.1(c)).

HU166 Secti ons Required for “A” Rati ng.
1. At least fi ve (5) “A” rated Hunter secti ons must be 
    off ered. One (1) Amateur Owner or Junior Jumper 
    secti on off ering 3 classes and at least $800 or $600 
    respecti vely or one (1)$5,000 Jumper secti on or class 
    at 1.20m or higher may be substi tuted for one (1) 
    required A” rated Hunter secti on.

2. Divided secti ons count as a single secti on.

3. Competi ti ons that restrict entries in the rated Hunter 
secti ons to Juniors and Amateurs may count divided 

    secti ons individually, but must off er at least six (6) “A” 
    rated hunter secti ons. One Amateur Owner or Junior 
    Jumper secti on off ering 3 classes and at least $800 or 
    $600 respecti vely, may be substi tuted for one re-      
    quired Hunter secti on. If no classes for ponies are 
    off ered they may be used for two of the required 
    secti ons.

4. “A” rated secti ons must off er an over fence class as a   
handy hunter. Excepti on Green Pony Hunter.

HU167 Secti ons Required for “B” Rati ng.
Except at “A” rated competi ti ons, at least three (3) “B” 
rated Hunter secti ons (Green or Regular Conformati on, 
Green Working, Regular Working, Amateur Owner, Ju-
nior, Pony, or Green Pony Hunter) must be off ered. One 
Children’s Hunter or one Adult Amateur Hunter secti on 
or for any Zone whose Pre-Green Hunters are rated, one 
Pre-Green Hunter secti on may be substi tuted for two 
required “B” secti ons. Divided secti ons count as a single 
secti on.

HU168 Secti ons Required for “C” Rati ng.
Except at competi ti ons off ering “A” or “B” rated Hunter 
secti ons, at least two (2) “C” rated secti ons (Green or 
Regular Conformati on, Green Working, Regular Work-
ing, Amateur Owner, Junior, Pony, or Green Pony Hunter, 
Children’s Hunter, Adult Amateur Hunter, or Pre-Green 
Hunter) must be off ered. Divided secti ons count as a 
single secti on. Competi ti ons restricted to side saddle 
may off er a Ladies Hunter Side Saddle Secti on as the 
only “C” rated Hunter secti on. Ph
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HU160 Scheduling.
1. “A” rated Hunter sections may be held and judged on 
    one or more days. If held on one day “A” sections   
    would be limited to a maximum of four classes per 
    section (3 over fences and 1 under saddle). If held 
    on two or more days, three to five performance 
    classes must be offered (Exception: Pony Hunter and 
    Junior Hunter sections).
          a. At “A” and “AA” rated competitions a High 
              Performance Working Hunter section must be 
              offered. Exception: competitions restricted to 
              Juniors and Amateurs.
          b. “A” rated competitions must be held and judged 
              over a minimum of three days on the same 
              competition grounds. A minimum of five “A”  
              rated hunter sections must be offered and a 
              minimum of two performance classes from two 
              different “A” rated Hunter sections must be 
              scheduled and judged on each of the three days. 
              “A” rated Hunter sections must be held and 
              judged over two or more days. (Exception: High 
              Performance Working Hunter, Performance 
              Hunter 3’6”-3’9”, Performance Hunter 3’3”and 
              pony hunter sections). A minimum of $5,000 in 
              prize money, must be offered in the “A” rated 
              Hunter sections of a “A” competition. A maxi-
              mum of $2,000 of Hunter Classic prize money 
              can be used towards calculating the $5,000 of 
              required prize money for an “A” rated competition.

       c. “AA” rated competitions must be held and    
           judged over a minimum of five (5) days on the 
           same competition grounds. A minimum of 
           five “A” rated Hunter sections must be offered 
           and a minimum of two performance classes 
           from two different “A” rated Hunter sections 
           must be scheduled and judged on four of the 
           five days. “A” rated Hunter sections must be 
           held on two or more days. (Exception: High 
           Performance Working Hunter, Performance 
           Hunter 3’6”-3’9” and Performance Hunter 
           3’3”). A minimum of $25,000 in prize money  
           must be offered in the “A” rated Hunter sec-
           tions of an “AA” competition. A maximum of 
           $5,000 of Hunter Classic and/or USHJA Interna-
           tional Hunter Derby prize money can be used 
           towards calculating the $25,000 of prize money 
           which must be offered for a “AA” rated competi-
           tion. Exception: “AA” rated competitions guar-
           anteeing a minimum of $18,001 in prize 
           money and offering add back in “A” rated Hunter 
           sections,prize money offered in Hunter Classics 
           will not count as part the required $18,001 in 
           prize money that must be awarded. EC 9/20/10 
           Effective 12/1/10

   d. Rated competitions which restrict entries in the      
       rated Hunter sections to juniors and amateurs must 
       be held on a minimum of two consecutive non-
       school days within the public school system, at the 
        location of the competition, on the same competi-
        tion grounds.
2. “A” rated competitions must state their “A” or “AA” 
     rating clearly on the cover of thE prize list.
3. Competitions cannot offer more than the required 
     amount of classes for an “A” or “B” section rating. 
     Model classes and Classics do not count toward the 
     number of classes required, (Model classes must be 
     offered in “A” rated Conformation sections in addition 
     to the four or five required classes), therefore, they 
     can be offered as additional classes. In addition, 
    Model and Classics do not count towards the num- 
    ber of required classes to meet the rating require-
    ment, therefore the prize money offered in Model 
    and/or Classic classes cannot be used to determine 
    the amount of required prize money to calculate the 
    “AA” rating. (Exception: see HU160.1c).
4. No more than three (3) classes in any “A” rated hunter 
     section at an “A” or “AA” rated competition may be 
     held in one day if the section is held over two days. 
    (Exception: Model classes in Green and Regular Con-
    formation sections may be held as a fourth class. High 
    Performance Working Hunter, Performance Hunter 
    3’6”-3’9” and Performance Hunter 3’3” at “A” and 
    “AA” rated competitions and Pony Hunter sections at 
    “A” rated competitions may be held on one day.) 
    BOD 1/17/10 Effective 12/1/10
   a. At “A” and “AA” rated competitions, classes in rec-
       ognized sections must be run on consecutive days. 
       EC 11/15/10 Effective 12/1/10
   b. (Exception, classics).
5. At all Regular Competitions, an Under Saddle class 
    cannot be the first performance class held in a sec-
    tion. (Exception: Ladies Hunter Side Saddle and un-
    rated divisions).
6. A Model class must be offered as the first class in an 
    “A” rated Conformation Section.
7. All Amateur Owner classes should be scheduled in as 
    short a period of time as possible.



HU161 Cancellati ons.
“A” or “B” rated secti ons with four (4) or more entries 
 cannot be canceled.

HU162 Prize Money.
1. Prize money off ered in the open secti ons must be 
awarded on an escalati ng scale related to the height of 
fences.
2. No more than 60% of the prize money in the required 
classes for an “A” rated secti on may be off ered on any 
one day when the division is held on two or more days, 
excepti on: “A” rated secti ons in which all required 
classes are held on one day. Prize money off ered in 
Model classes and Classics at “AA” rated competi ti ons 
guaranteeing a minimum of $18,001 in prize money and 
off ering add back in “A” rated Hunter secti ons does not 
count toward the minimum prize money required for 
a secti on’s rati ng nor is it considered for purposes of 
determining 60% to be off ered. 
BOD 1/17/10 Eff ecti ve 12/1/10

PriZE LiSt rEQUirEMEntS
Refer to General Rules Chapter 9. 

cOMPEtitiOn OfficiALS, EMPLOyEES, 
And vOLUntEErS
Refer to General Rules Chapter 12.

USEf HUntEr rULE LinKS
http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/16-HU.pdf

USEf JUMPEr rULE LinKS
http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/17-JP.pdf

cHAPtEr HJ – HUntEr/JUMPEr 
cOMPEtitiOnS
http://www.ushja.org/content/rules/rules.aspx

ExiSting cOMPEtitiOn LicEnSES
What Standards are required for my current license?
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http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/generalrules/
chapter9.pdf

http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/generalrules/
chapter12.pdf

http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/GeneralRules/09-PrizeLists.pdf
http://www.usef.org/documents/ruleBook/2011/GeneralRules/12-CompetitionOfficials.pdf


Basic requirements for  “aa” & jumPer 5/6

Outdoor shows - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Indoor ring size - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Warm-up/Schooling 
areas - indoor rings

Warm-up/Schooling
 areas - outdoor rings

Exercise area 

Longing area

Required number of horses
(Drug fees pd) 
2/3 yrs or 3 yr average

Food service areas & 
times of operation

Results available in show 
office or online

Dust reduction system - competi-
tion ring & other riding areas

Seating - minimum at 1 ring

Horse & rider shelter accessible 
to rings

Number of additional options not 
already required 

Overnight security 
9pm-6am (not night watch)

Basic Hunter jumPer comPetition requirements

grouP 1 – oPtions grouP 2  – oPtions

Required Number Required Number

Sun/rain shelter for 
spectators

Wireless access at no charge

VIP hospitatlity or sponsor 
lounge

Exhibitor appreciation party

Designated priority ring Sun/rain shelter for horse/rider

Competition website Exhibitor lounge

Night watch at exhibitor cost
Climate appropriate exhibitor 
lounge

Jumbotron Online entry system

Electronic scoreboard Dedicated schooling area per ring

Horse ambulance Acceptance of credit cards

Separate horse vs motor vehicle 
traffic

Equestrian equipment vendors

Camper hookups
Farrier on grounds for entire 
competition

Ambulance and/or additional 
medical personel

Veterinarian on grounds for entire 
competition

AED device 2 + food/beverage areas

Indoor/permanent bathrooms Golf cart rentals

Indoor/permanent shower 
facility

Seating for 100 spectators at main 
ring

Permanent barn stabling vs. 
temporary stalls

Implement marketing to involve 
community 

Water trucks for dust 
reduction other than in ring

Press center

Official competition 
photographer

Official competition 
videographer

24 hour security

usef requirements for “aa” & jumPer 5/6
Convenient and ample water for horses & 

potable water for people
1 restroom per 50 horses entered previous year 

- cleaned daily
Parking areas adequate for vans, trailers, competitors & officials

Competition office w/adequate staff to process timely manner Communication between office, gates, announcer & stables Permitted to haul in own hay/shavings unless noted

Permitted to use own vet/farrier w/notification to management Footing - safe, consistent, appropriate and maintained daily 1 horse wash area (water spigot & drain) per 50 horses prev. yr.

Sharps containers - 1 per 75 horses, if stabling - 1 per 50 
horses

Designated trash & manure dumping areas Emergency #s available outside show office -vet, farrier, etc.

If no cell service, landline must be provided If stabling - lighting to provide safe work environment If stabling - indicate type of flooring

If stabling - trash/manure remove daily 
or sanitary containment

Adequate knowledgeable jump crew, ingate and other 
personnel

Judges site protected from adverse weather coditions at each ring

Level surface area for measurement, if there are divisions 
which require measurement

Federation required accident preparedness plan must be 
posted

Infromation regarding the use of motorized vehicles 
must be in prize list

Produced by the United States Hunter Jumper Association

28,000 8 8

20,000

1 Additional Area
✔

1 Area per Jumper Comp Ring 
1 per 2 Hunter Comp Rings 

4 Hr Min  
 18k Indoor 24k Outdoor

3 Hr Min - 15k Size ✔

200

Adequate 
1 Hour Prior  

End of Last Class

✔

24 Hours

System 
Add Road 

Paths

100 People ✔

Must Be Available

16 total (7 from Group1 & 4 
from Group 2 in addition to 
required checked options)

✔

Must Be Provided
✔ Indicates a REQUIRED show option



Basic requirements for  “a” & Jumper 3/4

Outdoor shows - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Indoor ring size - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Warm-up/Schooling 
areas - indoor rings

Warm-up/Schooling
 areas - outdoor rings

Exercise area 

Longing area

Required number of horses
(Drug fees pd) 
2/3 yrs or 3 yr average

Food service areas & 
times of operation

Results available in show 
office or online

Dust reduction system - competi-
tion ring & other riding areas

Seating - minimum at 1 ring

Horse & rider shelter accessible 
to rings

Number of additional options not 
already required 

Overnight security 
9pm-6am (not night watch)

Basic Hunter Jumper competition requirements

group 1 – options group 2  – options

Required Number Required Number

Sun/rain shelter for 
spectators

Wireless access at no charge

VIP hospitatlity or sponsor 
lounge

Exhibitor appreciation party

Designated priority ring Sun/rain shelter for horse/rider

Competition website Exhibitor lounge

Night watch at exhibitor cost
Climate appropriate exhibitor 
lounge

Jumbotron Online entry system

Electronic scoreboard Dedicated schooling area per ring

Horse ambulance Acceptance of credit cards

Separate horse vs motor vehicle 
traffic

Equestrian equipment vendors

Camper hookups
Farrier on grounds for entire 
competition

Ambulance and/or additional 
medical personel

Veterinarian on grounds for entire 
competition

AED device 2 + food/beverage areas

Indoor/permanent bathrooms Golf cart rentals

Indoor/permanent shower 
facility

Seating for 100 spectators at main 
ring

Permanent barn stabling vs. 
temporary stalls

Implement marketing to involve 
community 

Water trucks for dust 
reduction other than in ring

Press center

Official competition 
photographer

Official competition 
videographer

24 hour security

usef requirements for “a” & Jumper 3/4
Convenient and ample water for horses & 

potable water for people
1 restroom per 50 horses entered previous year 

- cleaned daily
Parking areas adequate for vans, trailers, competitors & officials

Competition office w/adequate staff to process timely manner Communication between office, gates, announcer & stables Permitted to haul in own hay/shavings unless noted

Permitted to use own vet/farrier w/notification to management Footing - safe, consistent, appropriate and maintained daily 1 horse wash area (water spigot & drain) per 50 horses prev. yr.

Sharps containers - 1 per 75 horses, if stabling - 1 per 50 
horses

Designated trash & manure dumping areas Emergency #s available outside show office -vet, farrier, etc.

If no cell service, landline must be provided If stabling - lighting to provide safe work environment If stabling - indicate type of flooring

If stabling - trash/manure remove daily 
or sanitary containment

Adequate knowledgeable jump crew, ingate and other 
personnel

Judges site protected from adverse weather coditions at each ring

Level surface area for measurement, if there are divisions 
which require measurement

Federation required accident preparedness plan must be 
posted

Infromation regarding the use of motorized vehicles 
must be in prize list

Produced by the United States Hunter Jumper Association

28,000 6 6

18,000

1 Additional Area
✔

1 Additional Area

3 Hr Min  
 18k Indoor 20k Outdoor

2 Hr Min - 10k Size

100

Adequate 
1 Hour Prior  

End of Last Class

✔

24 Hours

System 
Add Road 

Paths

50 People

Must Be Available

12 (5 from Group 1 &  
4 from Group 2 in addition to 

required checked options)

✔

No Requirement

✔ Indicates a REQUIRED show option



Basic requirements for “B” & JumPer 2

Outdoor shows - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Indoor ring size - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Warm-up/Schooling 
areas - indoor rings

Warm-up/Schooling
 areas - outdoor rings

Exercise area 

Longing area

Required number of horses
(Drug fees pd) 
2/3 yrs or 3 yr average

Food service areas & 
times of operation

Results available in show 
office or online

Dust reduction system - competi-
tion ring & other riding areas

Seating - minimum at 1 ring

Horse & rider shelter accessible 
to rings

Number of additional options not 
already required 

Overnight security 
9pm-6am (not night watch)

Basic Hunter JumPer comPetition requirements

grouP 1 – oPtions grouP 2  – oPtions

Required Number Required Number

Sun/rain shelter for 
spectators

Wireless access at no charge

VIP hospitatlity or sponsor 
lounge

Exhibitor appreciation party

Designated priority ring Sun/rain shelter for horse/rider

Competition website Exhibitor lounge

Night watch at exhibitor cost
Climate appropriate exhibitor 
lounge

Jumbotron Online entry system

Electronic scoreboard Dedicated schooling area per ring

Horse ambulance Acceptance of credit cards

Separate horse vs motor vehicle 
traffic

Equestrian equipment vendors

Camper hookups
Farrier on grounds for entire 
competition

Ambulance and/or additional 
medical personel

Veterinarian on grounds for entire 
competition

AED device 2 + food/beverage areas

Indoor/permanent bathrooms Golf cart rentals

Indoor/permanent shower 
facility

Seating for 100 spectators at main 
ring

Permanent barn stabling vs. 
temporary stalls

Implement marketing to involve 
community 

Water trucks for dust 
reduction other than in ring

Press center

Official competition 
photographer

Official competition 
videographer

24 hour security

usef requirements for “B” & JumPer 2
Convenient and ample water for horses & 

potable water for people
1 restroom per 50 horses entered previous year 

- cleaned daily
Parking areas adequate for vans, trailers, competitors & officials

Competition office w/adequate staff to process timely manner Communication between office, gates, announcer & stables Permitted to haul in own hay/shavings unless noted

Permitted to use own vet/farrier w/notification to management Footing - safe, consistent, appropriate and maintained daily 1 horse wash area (water spigot & drain) per 50 horses prev. yr.

Sharps containers - 1 per 75 horses, if stabling - 1 per 50 
horses

Designated trash & manure dumping areas Emergency #s available outside show office -vet, farrier, etc.

If no cell service, landline must be provided If stabling - lighting to provide safe work environment If stabling - indicate type of flooring

If stabling - trash/manure remove daily 
or sanitary containment

Adequate knowledgeable jump crew, ingate and other 
personnel

Judges site protected from adverse weather coditions at each ring

Level surface area for measurement, if there are divisions 
which require measurement

Federation required accident preparedness plan must be 
posted

Infromation regarding the use of motorized vehicles 
must be in prize list

Produced by the United States Hunter Jumper Association

24,000 3 5

16,000

Breaks OK

1 Additional Area

3 Hr Min - 16 sq feet

2 Hr Min - 10k Size

50

1-30 Min Prior  
1 Hr to End

48 Hours

System in Place

25 People

No Requirement

8 (3 from Group1)

No Requirement



Basic requirements for “c” 

Outdoor shows - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Indoor ring size - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Warm-up/Schooling 
areas - indoor rings

Warm-up/Schooling
 areas - outdoor rings

Exercise area 

Longing area

Required number of horses
(Drug fees pd) 
2/3 yrs or 3 yr average

Food service areas & 
times of operation

Results available in show 
office or online

Dust reduction system - competi-
tion ring & other riding areas

Seating - minimum at 1 ring

Horse & rider shelter accessible 
to rings

Number of additional options not 
already required 

Overnight security 
9pm-6am (not night watch)

Basic Hunter JumPer comPetition requirements

grouP 1 – oPtions grouP 2  – oPtions

Required Number Required Number

Sun/rain shelter for 
spectators

Wireless access at no charge

VIP hospitatlity or sponsor 
lounge

Exhibitor appreciation party

Designated priority ring Sun/rain shelter for horse/rider

Competition website Exhibitor lounge

Night watch at exhibitor cost
Climate appropriate exhibitor 
lounge

Jumbotron Online entry system

Electronic scoreboard Dedicated schooling area per ring

Horse ambulance Acceptance of credit cards

Separate horse vs motor vehicle 
traffic

Equestrian equipment vendors

Camper hookups
Farrier on grounds for entire 
competition

Ambulance and/or additional 
medical personel

Veterinarian on grounds for entire 
competition

AED device 2 + food/beverage areas

Indoor/permanent bathrooms Golf cart rentals

Indoor/permanent shower 
facility

Seating for 100 spectators at main 
ring

Permanent barn stabling vs. 
temporary stalls

Implement marketing to involve 
community 

Water trucks for dust 
reduction other than in ring

Press center

Official competition 
photographer

Official competition 
videographer

24 hour security

usef requirements for “c” 
Convenient and ample water for horses & 

potable water for people
1 restroom per 50 horses entered previous year 

- cleaned daily
Parking areas adequate for vans, trailers, competitors & officials

Competition office w/adequate staff to process timely manner Communication between office, gates, announcer & stables Permitted to haul in own hay/shavings unless noted

Permitted to use own vet/farrier w/notification to management Footing - safe, consistent, appropriate and maintained daily 1 horse wash area (water spigot & drain) per 50 horses prev. yr.

Sharps containers - 1 per 75 horses, if stabling - 1 per 50 
horses

Designated trash & manure dumping areas Emergency #s available outside show office -vet, farrier, etc.

If no cell service, landline must be provided If stabling - lighting to provide safe work environment If stabling - indicate type of flooring

If stabling - trash/manure remove daily 
or sanitary containment

Adequate knowledgeable jump crew, ingate and other 
personnel

Judges site protected from adverse weather coditions at each ring

Level surface area for measurement, if there are divisions 
which require measurement

Federation required accident preparedness plan must be 
posted

Infromation regarding the use of motorized vehicles 
must be in prize list

Produced by the United States Hunter Jumper Association

20,000 2 4

14,000

Breaks OK

1 Additional Area

2 Hr Min - No Size Restriction

1 Hr Min - No Size Restriction

25

1-30 Min Prior  
1 Hr to End

No Requirement

System in Place

No Requirement

No Requirement

6 (2 from Group1)

No Requirement



Basic requirements for 
“LocaL” & JumPer 1

Outdoor shows - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Indoor ring size - 1 ring 
minimum size in sq ft.

Warm-up/Schooling 
areas - indoor rings

Warm-up/Schooling
 areas - outdoor rings

Exercise area 

Longing area

Required number of horses
(Drug fees pd) 
2/3 yrs or 3 yr average

Food service areas & 
times of operation

Results available in show 
office or online

Dust reduction system - competi-
tion ring & other riding areas

Seating - minimum at 1 ring

Horse & rider shelter accessible 
to rings

Number of additional options not 
already required 

Overnight security 
9pm-6am (not night watch)

Basic Hunter JumPer comPetition requirements

grouP 1 – oPtions grouP 2  – oPtions

Required Number Required Number

Sun/rain shelter for 
spectators

Wireless access at no charge

VIP hospitatlity or sponsor 
lounge

Exhibitor appreciation party

Designated priority ring Sun/rain shelter for horse/rider

Competition website Exhibitor lounge

Night watch at exhibitor cost
Climate appropriate exhibitor 
lounge

Jumbotron Online entry system

Electronic scoreboard Dedicated schooling area per ring

Horse ambulance Acceptance of credit cards

Separate horse vs motor vehicle 
traffic

Equestrian equipment vendors

Camper hookups
Farrier on grounds for entire 
competition

Ambulance and/or additional 
medical personel

Veterinarian on grounds for entire 
competition

AED device 2 + food/beverage areas

Indoor/permanent bathrooms Golf cart rentals

Indoor/permanent shower 
facility

Seating for 100 spectators at main 
ring

Permanent barn stabling vs. 
temporary stalls

Implement marketing to involve 
community 

Water trucks for dust 
reduction other than in ring

Press center

Official competition 
photographer

Official competition 
videographer

24 hour security

usef requirements for “LocaL” & JumPer 1
Convenient and ample water for horses & 

potable water for people
1 restroom per 50 horses entered previous year 

- cleaned daily
Parking areas adequate for vans, trailers, competitors & officials

Competition office w/adequate staff to process timely manner Communication between office, gates, announcer & stables Permitted to haul in own hay/shavings unless noted

Permitted to use own vet/farrier w/notification to management Footing - safe, consistent, appropriate and maintained daily 1 horse wash area (water spigot & drain) per 50 horses prev. yr.

Sharps containers - 1 per 75 horses, if stabling - 1 per 50 
horses

Designated trash & manure dumping areas Emergency #s available outside show office -vet, farrier, etc.

If no cell service, landline must be provided If stabling - lighting to provide safe work environment If stabling - indicate type of flooring

If stabling - trash/manure remove daily 
or sanitary containment

Adequate knowledgeable jump crew, ingate and other 
personnel

Judges site protected from adverse weather coditions at each ring

Level surface area for measurement, if there are divisions 
which require measurement

Federation required accident preparedness plan must be 
posted

Infromation regarding the use of motorized vehicles 
must be in prize list

Produced by the United States Hunter Jumper Association

20,000 0 0

14,000

Breaks OK

1 Additional Area

1 Hour Min, No Size 
Restriction

1 Hour Min, No Size Restriction

0

1-30 min prior  
1 Hour to End

No Requirement

System in Place

No Requirement

No Requirement

0

No Requirement



How do the new standards eff ecti ve 12/1/11 apply to my 
current license?

• All standards are in eff ect as of the new competi ti on 
year on 12/1/11

• Current Licensed Competi ti ons will receive a new 
Hunter/Jumper applicati on when USEF sends out the 
2012 invoices to verify they sti ll will meet the new rat-
ing standards.

• A new Hunter/Jumper applicati on is being developed 
by USEF for 2012 (contact Leigh Anne Claywell)

What if the competi ti on cannot meet the standards due 
to unforeseen circumstances?

• HJ101.3 states “A single competi ti on may receive an 
exempti on by the Federati on for applicati on of the 
standard(s) due to unforeseen and/or extenuati ng 
circumstances.  Exempti ons are not to modify the re-
quirement to meet the standard.  Contact Leigh Anne 
Claywell to apply for an exempti on, lclaywell@usef.
org, 859-225-6959.

What if the competi ti on ring does not meet the 
standard(s) requirement?
• HJ102.1(a) states “Beginning 12/1/11 and ending 

11/30/16, competi ti ons may apply in writi ng to the 
Federati on for a “Temporary Waiver” of the size 
requirement Standard of a competi ti on ring, schooling 
area, exercise area and/or lunge area.  A Temporary 
Waiver may not exceed fi ve percent (5%) reducti on 
from the Standard.  The Temporary Waiver must be 
based on facts and circumstances that are beyond the 
control of the competi ti on.  Any Temporary Waiver re-
quest may only be approved for the period beginning 
12/1/11 and ending 11/30/16.  Full Federati on Hunter 
and Jumper Competi ti on Standards will be required 
beginning 12/1/16.

What if the minimum horse entries are not met for the 
rati ng I applied for?
• HJ204.3(a), Special Transiti on for Horse Entry Numbers 

for Competi ti ons (Licensed prior to 12/1/10) states “All 
of the currently licensed competi ti ons that have at least 
85% of the number of Horse Entries required (HJ202) 
to meet the Horse Entries Standard for their current 
Rati ng and/or Level, may be provided with a Transiti on 
Period License.  The Transiti on Period License will allow 
the Competi ti on Licensee three (3) Federati on Compe-
ti ti on years beginning on 12/1/10 to achieve the Horse 
Entry Numbers required.  The other Standards that are 
applied to a competi ti on must be achieved beginning 
with the fi rst year that a competi ti on is subject to ap-
plicati on of Standards in order to maintain the Rati ng/
level.  Please read all of HJ204. Ph
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